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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


Carlisle State Park 

On 20/4/97 a group of 30+ gathered 
at Love’s Creek for morning tea. 
This proved to be a pleasant break 
for conviviality and a jolly good 
nature ramble under tall trees by a 
maidenhair fern creek. Birds were 
active and a good sighting was an 
Olive Whistler. 


We travelled on to Carlisle State 
Park where there was a marked 
change from the floristic community 
of Love's Creek. 


We ventured up Cricket 
Pitch Road (sandy track) 
and made ‘camp’ here for a 
few hour's exploration of a 
woody heathland. (See 
Plant Group Report). The 
dry season did not help 
matters and we had to work 
hard to turn up specimens. 


Crescent Honeyeaters 
reminded us that this was 
heathland, a magic place 
and not to give up hope. 
And some of us were 
rewarded with a Rufous Fantail, 
Buff-tailed Thornbills, Southern 
Emu-wrens, Button Grass as high as 
your eye and a Solitary pink Parsons 
Bands Orchid. 


We returned to the ‘main’ road to 
Carlise River where we stopped 
briefly, to admire from afar, a wet 
heathland which looked freshly 
green and flat (deceptive) from 
above. 


Travelling on to the next ‘stop, a 
recently burnt, wet heathland, we 


passed by several areas where 
Coral Fern cascaded down the 
roadside embankments. 


It was here a fortunate few had a 
close up encounter with three 
Southern Emu-wrens including a 
resplendent male, and an exquisite 
Comb Fern. 


Onwards with a brief stop to 
overlook Lakes Corang and Colac 
and beyond the extinct volcanoes of 
the Western District. 


A further stop to check if the back 
wheel of the bus was really falling 
off - then home James! (Sorry, 
Dennis). 

O 


regular feature. 


BIODIVERSITY NOTES 


-.. Ade Foster 


Our meeting on April 23rd looked 
at molluscs and was well 
attended. Dave King brought 
along several specimens gleaned 
from the excavations now being 
undertaken in Reedy Lakes; relics 
of the time when this area was a 
sea bed. A dissected garden snail 
examined under the microscope 
made for a very interesting 
evening. 


A New Feature... 


The June issue should carry the first of a new series 
by Valda Dedman 


As usual, our meetings have a 
theme, but our members’ 
interests outside that theme 
always add variety to the night. 
Les Barrow gave a brief and very 
informative talk on the venation 
of insect wings, particularly those 
of the Hymenoptera, and the use 
of wing venation in specimen 
identification. 


We also welcomed Doug, a new 
member, as a result of the open 
day at Jerringot, and his beautiful 
collection of photographs, 
featuring spiders, snails, starfish 
and lizards. 


Ants seem to be undertaking their 
nuptial flights at present and 
several large and very beautiful 
winged ants were brought along. 


Our next meeting, on May 28th 
will examine galls, the strange 
swellings that appear on 
eucalypts, acacias and others, as 
the result of insect attack. 
However, who knows what else of 
interest will surface?. 

Oo 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Gordon McCarthy 


‘Surfcoast Bushland’ 
Sunday 18th May. 


Assemble at Karingal at 8.50 for a 
9.00 am start, 

or, 

Meet at Southside car park (south of 
Bell’s Beach) at 9.45 am. 


From there we will explore Jarosite 
Heathlands and down to the old 
Ochre mine. 


We could see Southern 
Emu-wrens and Tawny- 
crowned Honeyeaters, but 
not a lot of flowers at the 
moment. If it rains we may 
see some fungi. 


Although called ‘Bird of The Month’ it wil not be a 
Valda's articles will help the vast 
majority of us who do not have her knowedge of 
birds with information on identification, location and 
habitat. Her first choice is a delightful litle bird which 
is both easy to find and rewarding. 


Lunch will be at the 
Ironbark Basin car park 
followed perhaps, by a walk 
in the basin or along the 
cliff tops. 


A bus will run. Please 
place your name on the list 
tonight or ring Dick Southcombe. 


WORLD ENVIRONMENT 
DAY 
... Madeline Glynn 


Once again the G.F.N.C. has been 
asked by C.O.G.G. to provide a 
display for this event which will be 
neld-at Market Square on Thursday 
5th and Friday 6th June. 


This year the theme will be on 
wetlands and will be co-ordinated by 
me wih the help of club members. 


If you can spare some time please 
contact me on 5248 6332. 
m| 


To all members 


An invitation from the Plant 


Group 


See page 8 
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. - With Joe Hubbard 


Southern Emu-wrens; Tawny- 
crowned Honeyeaters; Black- 
faced Shags; Rufous 
Bristlebirds; Drooping She-oak; 
and Also: 


Tails and Crowns: 

Remember the first time you saw a 
particular bird? If it was an unusual 
or rare bird it was pretty exciting 
wasn't it? Mind you, some of us do 
not show too much emotion but 
believe me we are exulting inside. 


On the other side of the coin there is 
often disappointment. At least one 
member of our excursion party to 
Carlisle State Park was intent on 
seeing a Southem Emu- 
wren for the first time. At 
least eight of the group saw 
emu-wrens at fairly close 
range - and as you would 
have guessed by now - she 
did not. Not fair is it? 


Well where can she have 
another try at seeing these 
wrens? 


Grass-tree Park, almost at 
Torquay, when you are 
travelling from Geelong on 
the Surf Coast Highway, is 
one place, whilst the heathlands 
extending from Bell's Beach to Point 
Addis is another area. To be 
specific - Bell’s Beach end of the 
Jarosite Track. ` at 


In the field the emu-wren's tail is the 
give away, six long 10 c.m. emu-like 
tail feathers (long for such a tiny 
bird). 


While looking for wrens at Bell's 
Beach . Pt. Addis keep an eye out 
for a Tawny-crowned Honeyeater in 
the heathlands. Recent sightings 
suggest you could have a good 
chance to see this elusive bird. | 
am told it is not like any of our other 
local honeyeaters - a light coloured 
bird with various shades of creams 
and browns, and ofcourse its tawny 
crown. You could be alerted by its 
bubbly calls - e-peer-peer-pee-pee 
ascending. Good luck! 
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Shags on a Rock and Carpark 
Bristle-birds: 


Now if you will forgive one of my 
digressions. A first for me (I am 
pretty deprived you know) was 
seeing Black-faced Shags on 
rockstacks off Thunder Point at 
Warrnambool 21/4/97. Yes, it 
made my day! These are coastal 
birds and look rather like a Little 
Pied Cormorant with a black face, 
bill and no white eyebrow. | am 
pretty sure they are seen closer to 
home, but our friend Gordon 
McCarthy says they used to (still 
could) nest in the Bay of Islands 
just through Peterborough. 


And Rufous Bristlebirds: 


One ran across the road as we 
were leaving Port Campbell and 
at Loch Ard Gorge two ran across 
the carpark. To me they look 


This issue... 


A new contributor, Tim Tarr, allows us to share 
briefly some of the experiences of his late brother 
through passages taken from family letters. 


Harold E.Tarr was an extraordinary birdwatcher. 
Imagine camping on a ledge on a precipitous cliff 
face with the seas from Bass Strait crashing on to 
rocks below or setting out on a birding excursion by 
Sailing ship. See his excellent article on page 6. 


rather like a stretched female 
black-bird but with richer rufous 
and cinnamon-brown colours. 


Taking a walk from the carpark at 
Ironbark Basin to Pt. Addis (via 
the walking track) could find you 
a couple of bristlebirds in the 
clifftop heathlands. 


So that would top a good day 
birding - Southern Emu-wrens, 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters and 
Rufous Bristlebirds. 


Drooping She-oak: 


As the name suggests this dense- 
crowned small tree has drooping 
grey-green branches which 
appear to be leafless. 


It should be flowering now for 
some months. The male tree has 


a atra ra lati aa ta 


dense yellow to brown flower spikes 
at the end of the branchlets which 
can give an autumnal glow to the 
foliage. 


Foliage, such as it is, is tiny leaf 
teeth which ring the branchlets at 
regular intervals. 


The scientific name Allocasuarina 
verticillata means feathers of a 
cassowary and leaves in whorl. So 
there you go. 


Where to look. On your birding 
excursion to coastal heathlands and 
clifftops search out this most 
attractive tree. 


Word of the month. The flowers of 
this tree are dioecious. 


And Also: 


To predict what will be flowering is 
probably as easy as the 
prediction of the next 
soaking rain that 
everyone and every 
growing thing needs. 
Caterpillar Fungi- spore 
of Cordyceps fungus - 
grows inside the body of 
a underground living 
caterpillar. Club shaped 
fruiting .body above 
ground. 

Swift Moths - emerge 
from the ground. The 
lucky ones? Pupa 
cases left protruding 
from ground. 

Wood Moths - pupa cases from 
trees. 

Brittle Greenhoods - You Yangs 
Parson’s Bands Orchids - still 
flowering (| Hope). 

Pink Heath - soon! Heathlands. 
Double-banded and Hooded Plover 
- Breamlea. 

Wedge-tailed Eagles - try Dog 
Rocks Road, Batesford. Two may 
nest in this area. 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos - 
flocks. 

Flame Robins - along the Barwon. 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters - still 
waiting for the flocks? 

Rock Correa - You Yangs. 

Fungi - keep looking and recording. 


..Wth assistance from Gordon 
McCarthy. 
o 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


April 22nd 1997 


Our speaker for this meeting was 
photographer Fredy Mercay. Fredy 
is a native of Switzerland where he 
developed the photography skills 
that allowed him to capture images 
of the birdlife and magnificent 
scenery of his homeland. 


Fredy began his talk with a brief 
history of photography. The first 
published photographs were taken 
by Mr Kennedy in 1868. The early 
pioneers of photography helped to 
develop the skills and 
techniques necessary to 
fully utilise this new 
medium. 


Some photographers of 
note included the Keaton 
brothers and Oliver Pyke 
who was an expert nature 
photographer. 


The early photographers 
had to overcome many 
problems before they were able to 
successfully take pictures of birds. 
The gear was heavy and 
cumbersome, making it difficult to 
set up in the outdoors. The films in 
use required exposure times of 
several seconds to gather enough 
light for proper exposure. 


For these reasons, the first birds to 
be photographed were seabirds. 
They were large and slow moving 
and their nests were generally easy 
to approach. 


Eric Hosking was the first to use 
high speed flash photography to 
capture images of birds in flight. He 
was able to use flashes with times 
as low as 1/5000th of a second to 
effectively ‘freeze’ the motion of 
flying birds. Perhaps his most 
famous photo was of an ow flying 
along holding a mouse it had 
captured. 


The popularity of bird photography 
increased with the improvements in 
camera technology. In Britain, it is 
now necessary to obtain a permit to 


allow any photography of birds at 
nest sites so that the birds are not 
unduly disturbed by the attentions 
of too many keen photographers. 


Cameras and film have improved 
to the extent that they are 
affordable and able to be used by 
most people. Fredy suggested 
that the best system to begin with 
was a SLR (Single Lens Reflex) 
camera that has TTL (Through 
The Lens) light metering . A 
range of lenses from 28 mm for 
wide angle shots through to 400 
mm for telephoto shots would 
allow the photographer to be able 
to capture images of different 
sized birds. 


The main problem that has to be 


overcome is to be able to get 


Notsocommon... 


Two of the more unusual recent sightings were both 
from Craig Morley. 


Craig saw a Mongolian Plover at the Moolap salt 
works and during the month of March he saw a Grey 
Currawong five times in Newtown. 


close to the birds. This can be 
done through a variety of 
techniques. The birds can be 
carefully stalked ( sneak up and 
shoot) or a hide can be erected at 
the nest or regular perching sites. 


The majority of bird photos are 
taken at nests, as this is the 
easiest place to be sure of getting 
a good shot of a bird. Many 
photographers are now trying to 
capture images of birds 
displaying interesting types of 
behaviour away from the nest. 
This is much more demanding 
and requires plenty of skill, 
patience and a little luck to be 
able to get the perfect shot. 


Fredy proceeded to show us 
some of the photographs that he 
has taken of Australian birds. He 
also included many species from 
overseas and some animal and 
scenic shots. 


Switzerland has only 120 different 
bird species and the populations 
of the birds are reasonably small, 
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so this meant that Fredy was 
particularly impressed by the variety 
and numbers of birds in Australia. 
Some of his shots from Switzerland 
included a Swallow, the Mute Swan, 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and 
Garden Warbler. 


Fredy showed us beautiful pictures 
of birds from all over Australia. 
Highlights included the ethereal 
White-tailed Tropicbird in flight 
(Western Australia), both Fairy and 
Little Terns , a Barking OW and a 
Powerful OW holding a dead Ring 
Tailed Possum that was 
photographed at Harry Dunne's 
property in the Brisbane Ranges. 


Fredy photographed some of our 
native parrots including Crimson 
Rosellas, Eastern Rosellas, Little 
Corellas, Galahs and 
Turquoise Parrots. 


To photograph the Striated 
and Spotted Pardalotes 
involved split second 
timing to snap a shot as 
they left the nest. To gain 
photos of the parent bird 
feeding the young inside 
the nest burrow, Fredy 
excavated behind the nest 
and set up a pane of glass 
at the end of the burrow through 
which he could take photos. The 
area was refilled afterwards and the 
whole process did not seem to upset 
the birds at all. 


Fredy has had many of his 
photographs published all over the 
world. It was a privilege and a 
delight to be able to view these 
slides and listen to Fredy discuss 
bird photography. 


MAY BIRD GROUP SPEAKER 


This month's speaker will be 
Jonathan Starks who will be 
discussing the Neophema parrots 
with particular note of the Blue- 
winged Parrots and Orange-bellied 
Parrots. Jonathan hopes to enlist 
our help in the study of these birds. 
See the article on page 11 in this 
issue for more details. 


Ken Simpson, who was originally 
going to speak to the May meeting 
will speak later in the year. 
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INVESTIGATION OF FOOD SOURCES FOR LATHAM’S SNIPE 


(Gallinago hardwickii) 


By Dave King 


Introduction 

Lathams Snipe has been and still is a major feature of 
the Jerringot Reserve, situated on the Belmont 
Common, which in turn is an important floodplain of the 
Barwon River. Threats to the viability of the Reserve by 
a proposed watersports complex that will envelope more 
than 50% of the Common, has prompted an in-depth 
survey and study of the area by members of the 
G.F.N.C. It is known that the Snipe use the Reserve 
extensively as a feeding ground, but little is known of 
exactly what they utilise as prey. 


In order to try and establish the likely identity of this prey, 
stratum and core samples were taken in areas where 
Snipe were observed feeding. These samples were then 
analysed for Whatever invertebrates they contained. 


Site Description 
Initially cores were taken (15-1-97) from the swamp area 
to the north of the Golf Course access road. The recent 
drop in water level allowed these cores to be taken 
between clumps or tussocks of vegetation, whilst still in 
a moist condition. 


Many Snipe are flushed from this general area, although 
this specific point could not be said to have been used to 
obtain prey. 


A second site further up stream of the Barwon River, 
known as Barwon Fun Park, a contiguous flood plain, 
provided a positive point of observing Snipe feeding (17- 
1-97). This site was a narrow area, on a small water hole, 
recently exposed as the water level dropped. Surface 
stratum 50mm in depth, consisted of an ooze containing 
a large proportion of decaying vegetation. Beneath this 
lay a sedimentary deposit of silt constitutionally identical 
to that cored initially in the aforementioned swamp area. 
These sedimentary deposits are composed of silt with 
consistency of modelling clay. In both instances the 
deposits showed a mottled appearance, which under 
magnification reveal variations in particle size and 
constitution. Darker parts are of extremely fine particles 
including decayed organic matter Parts having a lighter 
colour contained relatively larger size grains with a 
significant proportion of quartz and mica. The former 
deposits would have been layered down during periods 
of stationary water regimes, whilst the latter mentioned 
deposits would result from more turbulent periods, such 
as in conditions of flood. 


Methods 

Cores were obtained using a plastic water pipe of 40mm 
internal diameter suitably modified to facilitate it being 
worked vertically into the sediment and extracted with a 
core. The lower end of the tube was cut longitudinally 
into two halves, one half separated and then clamped to 
the other with hose clips. This allowed for the retrieval of . 
the core. 


Samples of the surface ooze stratum were simply 
trowelled off the underlying sediment over an area 
approximately 30cm square. 


Core samples were vertically sectioned to reveal the 
pattern of deposition, and examined for any specimens 
of invertebrate. 


The surface 00ze was washed through a kitchen type 
sieve with a mesh of 1mm. Material remaining in the 
sieve was then placed in a dish where it was sorted for 
invertebrates. 


Results 

The material taken from the Jerringot swamp area 
provided only specimens of Oligochaeta. Examination of 
these specimens determined them to be of the family 
Tubificidae. Reddish-brown in colour, averaging around 
15mm in length, with a diameter of 0.5mm. 


Material from the Barwon Park site produced more 
specimens. An Oligochaeta of more substantial size, 
80mm long and 2.5mm diameter; it appeared similar to 
specimens caught in pit-fall traps set earlier in the 
survey. Identity of this specimen is Lumbriculus 
variegatus Fig. 1. The dorsal surface is pale red except 
for the anterior section of 15 segments which is 
blue/green and with a white entire ventral surface. Other 
invertebrates found were a larvae of a species water 
beetle, Berosus (Hydrophihidae), Fig. 2, and the larvae 
of a fly, Limnophora (Muscidae), Fig. 3. 


Discussion 

Proximity of the two sites and the identical appearance 
of the cores is indicative of the invertebrate fauna being 
equally identical in each site. Sensitivity of the Snipe to 
prey when probing with its beak into the stratum is not 
known, but it would be reasonable to assume that L. 
variegatus could be detected with reasonable ease. 
Detection of the Tubificids and the Muscidae larvae 
would be somewhat doubtful, plus the fact that the 
amount of energy expended in capture would outweigh 
the gain, and tend to be ignored as prey. 
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The Berosus larvae would perhaps provide for Snipe a 
more acceptable prey, from the point of view of size and 
ease of detection. 


The capture of large Oligochaeta in pit-fall traps (sic), is 
indicative of these invertebrates moving about on the 
surface during darkness and would therefore become 
easy prey during the Snipe nocturnal feeding, particularly 
away from areas providing daytime cover. 
Greenkeepers working in the early hours of the morning 
have reported sighting these birds out on the Belmont 
Golf Course. 


This is by no means a comprehensive study of the Snipe 
prey, only stomach contents examination will reveal 
such. This paper, therefore, must be regarded as 
indicative and to a degree superficial. Further work will 
no doubt provide more substantial evidence in this 
matter. 
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Fig.t Lumbriculus variegatus 


Fig.2 Berosus larvae 


Fig,3 Limnophora larva 
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EXPERIENCES OF AN AVID BIRDWATCHER 


FROM THE LETTERS OF THE LATE HAROLD E. TARR 


By Tim Tarr 


“1948 
In 1948 a B.O.C. member discovered a party of Spotless 
Crakes in the sewerage swamp belonging to Mont Park. 
Some mates and | spent 32 hours on winter weekends 
laying in a discarded tank (mostly wet and miserable) 
overlooking the swamp trying to see these elusive birds. 
Although we always heard the birds, some weekends we 
did not even see one. All we ever saw were little dark 
birds running from one clump of herbage to another, 
never getting a proper 
look at them. 


Later in the same year, | 
went by sailing ship to 
Pelsart Island in the W.A. 
Abrohlos group to camp 
amongst the nesting sea 
birds. On carrying my 
camping gear ashore, to 
get directions from the 
Warden's Office, | had to 
pass an open tin shed 
where a lot of domestic 
ducks were feeding in a 
trough. On my approach 
a number of dark birds 
about the size of a little 
quail ran away, but soon 
came back to feed on the 
pollard mash. They were 
obviously fairly tame. 
These birds were 
Spotless Crakes which 
we spent months trying to 
observe in Melbourne. 


financial members. 


| spent a wonderful 
fortnight there amongst 
the nesting seabirds studying 
and photographing them. Nesting there were seven 
species of terns, Pacific Gull, Red-tailed Tropicbird, 
Osprey, White-breasted Sea Eagle, Nankeen Kestrel, 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater and Western Silvereyes. 


1949 
In Nov/Dec 1949 | went by boat to Lady Julia Percy 
Island from Port Fairy. | had to wait several days for 
favourable weather to enable me to row ashore because 
of protruding rocks etc. | took a tin of kerosene and 
_ primus for cooking, as no dry wood drifts there because 
of the continuous cliff face. | camped on a rocky shelf 
on the cliff face about 100 ft. above the water-line for 
three weeks. Most of the bays abound with seals of 
which | counted over 2000. | also saw a few Sea Lions. 


‘Geelong Naturalist’ 


The Committee has decided that the July issue 
will not be distributed by hand or mail to non- 


The night of the July meeting is your last 
chance to ensure that you receive every copy 
and receive full value for your subscription. 


Details of rates can be found on page 13 of the 
April issue of the ‘Geelong Naturalist’. 


If posting your payment, why not derive the 
most value from the stamp by jotting down 
your thoughts on what you would like changed 
in the “Geelong Naturalist”. 


What would you like to see in your publication? 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 


The top of the island abounded with rabbits. It appears 
that two trappers were here in June trapping over 1000 
pair but rabbits were still numerous. 


Birds sighted were: 


Fairy Penguins, Stubble Quail, Short-tailed Shearwater, 
White-headed Petrel, Giant Petrel, Fairy Prions, Diving- 
Petrel, Black-browed 
Albatross, Yellow-nosed 
Albatross, White-capped 
Albatross, Black-faced 
Cormorant, Australian 
Gannet, Crested Tern, 
Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, 
Sooty Oystercatcher, 
Spur-winged Plover, 
White-faced Heron, 
Swamp Harrier, Whistling 
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Nankeen Kestrel, Blue- 
winged Parrot, Welcome 
Swallow, Satin 
Flycatcher, White-fronted 
Chat, Australian Pipit, 
Skylark, Goldfinch, 
House Sparrow and 


Starlings. 

The only species | 
expected to see but 
missed was the 


Wandering Albatross. | 
had seen it at Port Fairy 
during a violent storm 
Whilst waiting to go out to 
the island. 


Alban Lloyd-Jones 


1980's 

Early 1980's: | recently had an article published on the 
Tawny Frogmouth. It is amazing where these articles 
are read. | had reguests from Zimbabwe Museum, New 
York Zoo, an American university, Scientific Institute of 
Belgium and the Bulawayo Museum for further details 
on this bird.” 


These are just a few extracts from letters from my 
brother who was a Past President of the BOC and 
Chairman of the Committee of Management for 
Wyperfield NP for many years. He spent his lifetime 
studying and photographing birds in the wild. 

o 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 


..- Dick Southcombe 


The following members were 

elected to the Committee at the 

AGM. 

Ray Baverstock, Treasurer 

Valda Dedman, Secretary 

Madeline Glynn, Ordinary member 

Peter Hackett, Ordinary member 

Barry Lingham, Vice President 

Dick Southcombe, President 

Graeme Tribe, Ordinary member 

Claire McCormick, Immediate Past 
President. 

Donna Wood was co-opted as 

Minute Secretary at our first meeting 

on April 16. 

Conveners of four sub-committees 

are: 

Conservation: Valda Dedman with 

Graeme Tribe co-ordinating 

Bellarine Peninsula matters. 

GFNC The Future: Diana Primrose 

Jerringot Reserve: Valda Dedman 

Publications: Diana Primrose 


The work-load is being shared 
around. Graeme is the link between 
the committee and the Reedy Lake 
Restoration Working Party of which 
Trevor Pescott is our 
representative. 


Madeline is (a) co-ordinating guest 
speaker arrangements (b) the link 
between committee and Librarian 
Betty Moore (c) receiving and 
perusing periodicals for speaker 
subjects. 


Peter is co-ordinating club excursion 
arrangements. 


The committee has spent some time 
preparing an Excursion/Guidelines 
Kit and are hoping it will be well 
received by excursion leaders, well 
used by excursionists and used 
when required in the future for 
further research, supporting 
submissions etc. It provides 
opportunities for more members to 
participate and it was a relief to 
receive ready positive responses 
from Bejanke, Kay and Ron when 
they were asked to contribute to the 
Carlisle heathland excursion report. 
Thanks for your support too. 


Hopefully this will encourage 
others and eventually we will 
constantly receive articles about 
a particular species that stirred 
the interest of a member at a club 
excursion. 


Something New. 

The Committee was absolutely 
delighted to receive a call from 
City of Greater Geelong Landcare 
Co-ordinator Gavan Mathieson 
asking GFNC Inc. to actively 
participate in a Natural Heritage 
Trust Project. Gavan was invited 
to address the committee that 
evening as applications for 
Natural Heritage Trust funding 
closed in two days. The 
Committee decided to support the 
City of Greater Geelong's 
application - as did DNR & E, 
Parks Victoria, Victorian 
Wetlands Trust, Environment 
Australia for $403,367 (over three 
years) to fund a Community 
Awareness for Geelong Ramsar 
Wetlands Project. The three 
principal objectives are - 

1. Develop and implement a 
community awareness and 
education program. 

2. Develop resource planning 
documents and training based on 
best practice management. 

3. Establish a community based 
monitoring program that assesses 
the health of the wetlands. 


We now wait on the funding 
decision. 


A President's Plea. 

To ensure (a) our whole program 
runs smoothly (b) we do not have 
activity clashes and (c) the 
committee can provide current 
factual information to the media, 
we need the co-operation and 
support of all leaders/conveners. 
This can be best achieved by 
leaders/conveners formally 
advising every committee 
meeting of their activities for the 
coming month. ; 


The information can then be 
collated and delivered to the 
media at the appropriate time. 


Hopefully we will achieve public 
notice, public acceptance and 
new members. Itis worth a try. 
All is lost if we do not get the 
information to the media at the 
right time. Who will help? 

(m) 


Club Campout 7.8.9 June at 
Lake Eppalock. 
-». Dick Southcombe 


Base: Twin Rivers Site 2 on Lake 
Eppalock at Wesley Point 
Campsite. 


Directions: Take the Heathcote 
Road from Kyneton, turn left at 
Redesdale into Lake Eppalock/ 
Bendigo Road for approx 15 km. 
Turn right at a large detailed sign- 
board into Twin Rivers Road. Sign- 
boards give clear directions to our 
site. The new RACV Goldfields 
map is ideal. 


The Camp: Self-catered. 

BYO sleeping bag, pillow, towels 
and food. 36 comfortable single 
beds in 6 rooms. Plenty of space for 
tents/ caravans; power available for 


some sites. Large kitchen with 
stoves, refrigerators, freezers, 
cutlery, crockery, all cooking 


equipment and portable BBQ. 
Heated dining/ meeting room. 
External sewered amenities block. 
Cost $10/person/night. 


Program: not finalised. Bendigo 
FNC members have been 
contacted. Insectorium at 
Heathcote a possibility. See June 
‘Naturalist’ for further details. 


Bookings: Please indicate on the 
Lake Eppalock Campout sheet 
tonight or phone and pay me in full 
before or at our June meeting. 


Ph: 03 5243 3916. 
O 


Next month... 

Dr Gretna Weste has devoted many 
years to researching Cinnamon 
Fungus Phytophthora cinnamoni, in 
fact since 1970. 


Gretna who is a Senior Associate in 
botany and a reader in botany at 
Melbourne University, at retirement, 
still takes an active interest in the 
subject by currently having a PHD 
student continuing some of her 
work. 


In October 1986 Gretna spoke to us 
about Cinnamon Fungus in the 
Brisbane Ranges and we all know of 
the damage done since that time. 
Her subject at our June 1997 
meeting is “Cinnamon Fungus - Is it 
declining?” Oo 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Wingspan March 1997 

“Fire is for the Birds?” by Graham 
Harrington and other contributors is 
about the effects of fire on various 
types of bush birds and habitats. 
Wide ranging article based on 
material presented at the inaugural 
RAOU Southern Hemisphere 
Ornithological Conference held at 
Albany W.A. in October 1996. A 
report on this conference which 
attracted over 200 delegates from 16 
countries around the world is also 
given in this edition of Wingspan. 


There is also a bird identification 
article by Jamie Matthew & Danny 
Rogers on arid-land thornbills. 


Another article discusses Queenscliff 
Golf Course and its role as winter 
refuge for the Orange-bellied Parrot. 


Australia Nature 

It has its usual array of intriguing 
subjects - Truffle Junkies, Forest 
Dragons, Pirating Choughs - together 
with spectacular colour photographs. 


Outdoors Autumn 1997 

Read about Werribee Zoo's new 
visitor precinct - Victoria's Open 
Range Zoo. This is the first stage in 
a major extension and upgrade of the 
zoo's facilities. 


Also, Brisbane Ranges National Park 
has opened up the area’s unique 
flora and fauna to disabled people 
with reconstruction of a 3 km. track to 
allow wheel-chair accessibility. 


Other latest editions include - 

The Victorian Naturalist (VFN) 

The Australian Bird Watcher (BOAC) 
The Bird Observer (BOAC) 

Emu (RAOU) i 
Branching Out (Greening Australia) 
Ripples (Aust Platypus Conservancy) 
Volunteer (Threatened Bird Network) 
and many other newsletters. 


o 


Biodiversity Group 
Excursions 
-.. Ade Foster 


Our excursion to the Wensleydale 
coal-mines was somewhat spoiled 
by the weather which was rather 
wet, and the fact that a fence and 
No Entry sign have been erected 
over the road into the mine. 


So, our attention was focused more 
in the surrounding bush. The rain 
stopped and we spread out to see 
what we could find. Common 
Froglets and Ewing's Treefrogs 
were calling loudly from the 
completely dry swamp beside the 
parking area but despite diligent 
searching, little insect life was 
evident. Horse dropping fungus 
was guite common and we saw 
several lovely specimens. 


Dennis and | walked for some 
distance, following trail-bike tracks 
and were rewarded with several 
good bird sightings, including 
Rufous Fantail, Southern Yellow 
Robin, White-throated 
Treecreeper, Varied Sitella and 
Striated Thornbill. We also located 
several disused nests, probably of 
the Southern Yellow Robin and the 
White-throated Treecreeper. 


Our next excursion, on Sunday 
May 11th, is to the Brisbane 
Ranges. Interested people should 
meet on the road reserve at the 
main entrance to  Kardinia 
International College (Formerly 
Morongo) at the top of the hill on 
Ballarat Road, Bell Post Hill at 9.00 
am. 


June Excursion 
Date: June 8th 
To: lronbark Basin 


Details of meeting places and 
times will appear next month. 


Kay Campbell and the 
Southern Emu Wren... 


Carlisle State Park is a noted 
location for the elusive Southern 
Emu-wren, along with many other 
species of birds. 


Sunday 20th April was a good 
opportunity to explore this heathy 
State Park and seek out the 
Southem Emu-wren. 


One member of our GFNC had for 
years been going to different 
locations in the hope of seeing these 
birds. She was greatly rewarded with 
good views of the wren. Several 
other members shared her pleasure. 
The birds responded well to bird 
tweekers and were quick to come up 
out of the dense heathland 
undergrowth to perch on top of the 
bushes, so they may see what they 
thought to be an invasion of their 
territory by another bird. 


Good views were obtained by all of 
us; especially their plumage and the 
long fibrous emu-like plumes that 
form their tail. 


Among other birds spotted for the 
day were the Crescent Honeyeater. 
They were in large numbers and the 
most dominate bird of the area, 
feeding on Shining Peppermint and 
Brown Stringybark blossoms. 


Their song penetrated our 
surroundings frequently. 


QO 


PLANT GROUP 
... Dick Southcombe 


Club members are invited to view 
some of Gordon McCarthy's 
excellent slides of plant life 
throughout the coastal strip from 
Bells Beach to Pt. Addis and the 
Ironbark Basin at our meeting on 
May 13th, as a preparation for our 
club excursion on the 18th May. The 
slides will be discussion starters. 


Basalt Plains Flora Survey 
We have completed our first 
seasonal survey of the Inverleigh 
and Bannockburn cemeteries. 
Although the Dept. of Natural 
Resources and Environment have 
asked for a floristic survey, we are 
recording fauna and soil profiles 
also. Members with any particular 
interest are therefore invited to join 
our team by giving me a call. 

A 
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PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 1997/98 


JUNE 1997 NOVEMBER continued 
3 General Meeting. "Cinnamon Fungus- Declining?" Gretna Weste 16 Campout “Moreep Bushland Reserve” 
8 Biodiversity Excursion : Leader: Gordon McCarthy ph. 52431826 
7,8,9 Campout. Heathcote 25 Bird Group." To the Arctic: Birdwatching in Norway “ 
Leader:Dick Southcombe ph.52433916 Marilyn Hewish 
10 Plant Group. “Box/ Ironbark Forest Plants” 26 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. 
15 Excursion. Otways Rain Forest ; h 
Leaders: Graeme Tribe 52552302 DECEMBER 
24 Bird Group. “Cuckoos” Ken Simpson 2 General Meeting. Members Night. 
25 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting 7 Biodiversity Excursion 
7 Challenge Bird Count 
JULY 9 Plant Group. "Pea Plants” 
1 General Meeting. "Victoria's Rainforests" 
David Cameron JANUARY 1998 
6 Biodiversity Excursion 17 1/2 Day Excursion. The Urban Barwon 
8 Plant Group. “ Myrtle Beech. Ferns” Leader: Valda Dedman ph.5243 2374 
20 Excursion.Timboon Bushland. Bus trip. — 23,24,25 Campout. “Forrest's Forests” 
Barry Lingham ph.52554291 Leader: Trevor Pescott ph.5243 4368 
TBA Winter Wader Count. e 27 Bird Group. " Members Night - Finding our Hardest Birds: Where, 
22 Bird Group. “Birdwatching in Java and Bali” Lawrie Conole When, How!” ; 
23 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting TBA Summer Wader Count. 
AUGUST FEBRUARY 1998 
5 General Meeting. Members Night. 3 General Meeting. "Maguarie Istand" Karen Alexander 
10 Biodiversity Excursion 8 - Biodiversity Excursion 
12 Plant Group. "Daisy Bush. Sedges. Rushes” 10 Plant Group. “Christmas Bush. Astelia. Waxberry.” 
17 Excursion. Northern Brisbane Ranges. 15 Excursion. "Western Highway Geology” . 
Leader: Madeline Glynn ph. 486332/ Peter Hackett Leader: Noel Schleiger 
26 Bird Group. " Birds of Werribee” Rohan Bugg 24 Bird Group. “Birdwatching in Southern Africa” 
27 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting Margaret Cameron 
25 «Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. 
SEPTEMBER ; 
2 General Meeting. " Ecology & Conservation of the Platypus” MARCH 1998 
Melody Serena 3 General Meeting. “Life through the Ages at Geelong” 
7 Biodiversity Excursion Jack Douglas ; 
9 Plant Group. Platysace. Wattles. Boronia.” 8 Biodiversity Excursion 
21 Excursion. "Werribee - Rivers & Plains" 7,8,9 VFNCA Campout. Marysville 
Leaders: Rohan Bugg 10 Plant Group. “Central Highlands Plants” 
23 Bird Group. " Kingfishers “ Gordon McCarthy 15 Excursion. "The Basin - Edwards Point" 
24 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. ; Leaders:David King ph.52593023 A 
29 VFNCA Rowsley Workshop (Mon-Sun) Northern Brisbane 24 Bird Group. “Bird-of Prey Watch” Will Steele 
Ranges. Leon Costerman/ Ken Simpson 25 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. 
OCTOBER APRIL 1998 AS 
7 General Meeting. "Yabbies" Chris Austen 7 Annual General Meeting. Members Night. 
12 Biodiversity Excursion rare el 2: Biodiversity Excursion 
14 Plant Group. “White Box. Blue Devil. Tree Violet.” 14 Plant Group. "Lilies. Noon and Marsh Flowers.” 
17,18,19 WVFNCA Campout. Donald j 19 Excursion. You Yangs 
19 Excursion. Bambra Bushland Leader: Joe Hubbard ph.52292898 
Leaders: Geoff & Lauris Mathison 22 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. 
22 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting. 28 - Bird Group. “Spoonbills and Egrets” Barry Lingham 
28 Bird Group “Gluepot Reserve: a Mallee Paradise” : 
Hugo Phillips MAY 1993 
: 5 Gen. Meeting. “Sand Dune Ecology” Helen Lee 
NOVEMBER 10 Biodiversity Excursion 
1,2 Campout. Glenburn. Alan Reid 12 Plant Group. “Everlasting. Greenhood. Sweet Bursaria” 
4 General Meeting. “ Frogs” Ivor Graney 17 Excursion. “Coastal Dunes. “ 
9 : Biodiversity Excursion Leader:Helen Lee 
11 Plant Group. “Grevillea. Orchids. Tea-tree” 26 Bird Group. “What we found from the ABC” Stephen Ambrose 
27 Biodiversity Group. Workshop Meeting 


November continued next column 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


Please detach and forward to : THE HONORARY TREASURER, G.F.N.C Inc, P.O.Box 1047, GEELONG 3213 


See over for subscription rates. Type of Membership 

NAME _ Dr./Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Supporting Member O Ordinary Member 

ADDRESS Joint/Family : O Junior/Student 
Corporate Member O Publications Only 


Geelong Bird Report Bird Report g Posted 


Contact Phone (B) (AJH.) Donation $ Please send receipt 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB Inc. 
WELCOMES VISITORS and NEW MEMBERS 


We are fortunate to live in an area containing some of Australia's richest and 
diverse ecosystems. We appreciate our natural environment and look 
forward to sharing this enjoyable interest with visitors and new members 
at Club activities. There are over 70 organised events for you to become 
involved with. _ 


Geelong Field Naturalists participate in 
- conducted field trips to local areas of natural significance 

- illustrated presentations by leaders in natural environment subjects. 
- bushland, coastal and alpine campouts 

- flora and fauna surveys 

- conservation projects 


Many of us are learners and observers, some are experts in their fields. 


Since 1961 our Club has been influential in protecting the diminishing 
natural environment. We are actively involved in the evelopment and 
management of many local Reserves and Parks; tree planting and 
environmental weed control are ongoing projects. We carry out flora and 
fauna surveys for various authorities and environment groups. Our fine 
record on conservation issues has earned the respect of government and 
community organisations. ; 


We meet at 8 P.M. at Karingal Community Centre, Cnr. McKillop and 
Humble Sts., East Geelong, where we have four monthly group 
activities. F; 


General Meeting:- Usually an illustrated talk by specialists on a wide range 
of natural environment subjects, e.g. land forms, plants, birds, animals, 
insects, marine/aquatic/shore life, stars/planets, rocks, weather, 
earthquakes, etc., followed by discussion. Members are encouraged to 
share their nature study observations and bring items to put on our specimen 
table for exhibition and/or identification. 

Contacts: Dick Southcombe Ph.52433916 - Valda Dedman Ph. 52432374 


Plant Group:- Members share and develop their knowledge of plants in a 
relaxed and friendly way at discussion sessions and field trips. 
Contact: Dick Southcombe Ph.52433916 


Bird Group:- Specialist speakers, bird counts, identification of species, 
sharing and discussing observations of birds and bird behaviour . 
Contact: Barry Lingham Ph.52554291 


Biodiversity Workshop Group:- From Arachnids and Amphibians to 
Zecplenkton and Zebras; in fact anything that is not a bird or plant. 
Contact: Les Barrow Ph.52430061 


Full details of dates and details of Club activities are listed on the 
reverse of this page. 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 
(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural history by: 
(a) Lectures, discussions and excursions to areas displaying 
features of ecological interest 
: (b) Taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from time to 


time. 
(2) To preserve and protect Australian Flora and Fauna 
(3) To issue statements and comments on proposals regarding the 


management of areas of ecological significance, in order to aid the 
conservation of natural: resources and the protection of 
endangered species and habitats. 

(4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate knowledge and to 
act as a source of information and opinion on matters relevant to 
the Association's purposes. 


MEMBERSHIP RATES 1997/98 


All members receive copies of the Monthly "Naturalist" magazine at meetings or by post. 


Supporting member $35.00 

Joint/Family member $35.00 

Corporate member $30.00 

Annual Geelong Bird Report $4.00 ($5.00 if posted) 
Extra donations gratefully accepted 


Ordinary member 
Junior/student member $5.00 
Subscriber to monthly publications only $20.00 


$25.00 


A receipt will be posted if-reguested. Make cheques payable to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Please complete the details on the reverse of this tear-off slip a 
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Bejanke Duim shares with us 
her special moment from the 
Carlisle State Park excursion 


As soon as we arrived, | set off down 
the track to take a right turn up to the 
top of the hill, on what | was told is no 
more than a 40 minute round trip. One 
of my worst fears was confirmed, yes, 
| really am a plodder. But being slow 
does have its advantages. It gives me 
more time to observe my 
surroundings, so | tell myself. 


Walking through the long grass on my 
way back down, | glanced to the left 
and saw something fly from my feet 
into a cobweb. On closer inspection it 
turned out to be a grasshopper. 


Grasshoppers belong to the order 
Orthoptera. This grasshopper is from 
the suborder Caelifera and the family 
Acrididae, typical grasshopper 
features are the strong hind legs for 
jumping, medium to large sized eyes 
and short antennae. The Caelifera are 
diurnal but can be attracted to strong 
lights at night. Common in the 
Acridoidea is stridulation by friction 
between a ridge, or row of minute 
teeth on the hind femur and one or 
more specialised veins on the 
forewing. 


The Acrididae family includes the 
locust with the most notorious member 
being the plague locust Chortoicetes 
terminifera. But mine is just an 
innocuous little Goniaea sp. The 
Goniaea grows to 18mm long and my 
specimen is just a tiny 10mm. It is a 
lovely velvety brown colour and this 
helps it to remain concealed within the 
dead eucalyptus leaves on which it 
feeds. Itis still a nymph probably in its 
first. or second instar, as there are no 
apparent wings yet. 


On closer inspection under the 
microscope the Goniaea has a 
textured appearance. There are spots 
of black with a single bristle over the 
light brown background. There is a 
row of spiracles down each side which 
can just be seen by the naked eye and 
like the mouthparts, are much more 
impressive under magnification. 


My plodding certainly paid off, | 
collected a lovely specimen of a small 
grasshopper that should have 
remained undetected. 

o 


DECEMBER MEETING 


REPORT 
. . .Roy Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on 
‘Simpson Desert’ given by 

Diana Primrose and Rohan 
Bugg at the members night 
meeting on 3 Dec 1996. 


In July 1996 Diana, Rohan and Bev 
McNay undertook a two week 
camping expedition to part of the 
western side of the Simpson Desert 
with ‘Australian Naturalists 
Expeditions’ which was run by Alan 
Moulder. Transport consisted of two 
ex-army trucks for people and 
provisions respectively. From Alice 
Springs the trip followed the old 
Ghan railway line as far as Finke and 
then proceeded via Dalhousie 
Springs through the Witjira Nat. Pk. 
and returning to Alice Springs via 
Ruby Gap. Throughout the trip 
conditions were dry except for some 
dewy nights and minimum 
temperatures close to zero. 


Simpson Desert extends between 
SA and Qld and is renowned for its 
large red sand dunes with ridges up 
to 40 metres high. Average annual 
rainfall is about 250 mm. but some 
areas have only 150 mm. 92 reptiles 
species and 42 mammal species are 
found in the region. 


Desert Oak Casuarina decaisneana 
is a feature of the old Ghan line. At 
Ewaninga were seen aboriginal rock 
outcrops, peckings and clay-pans. 
There were spectacular scenes of 
spinifex and red sand. In the 
distance in the East Macdonnell 
Ranges was Chamber's Pillar, a 50 
metre high sandstone with a hard 
rock capping. In the region of Castle 
Rock. Among birds observed were 
Mulga Parrot, Crested Bellbird, 
Cinnamon Quail-thrush and Banded 
Whiteface. 


In the region of the Hugh River, 
plants identified were Crotalaria 
cunninghamii and an eremophila 
species. 


At the Horseshoe Bend Station on 
the Finke River a Richard's Pipit was 
seen. The introduced ‘Apple tree’ 
Euphorbia helioscopia resembling a 
tamarisk is a problem as it can block 
water courses. 
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At New Crown Station plants seen 
were Eremophila freelingii and Acacia 
tetragophylla. The old telegraph 
station settlement of Charlotte 
Waters was described as desolate 
with graves, ruins, gibber stones and 
some cattle at a well. Plants included 
daisies, saltbush and a solanum 
species with an observation of a 
White-winged Fairy-wren. 


At Abminga Station there were 
claypans and a Brown Falcon was 
seen. 


At Dalhousie Springs ( Witjira Nat. 
Pk.) is a region where steam rises 
from numerous mounds wih pools of 
water at a temperature around 38 
degrees. These mounds are formed 
from rain water seeping down into the 
Great Artesian Basin and then 
causing a gradual precipitation of 
mineral salts. 


Some of the birds seen in this area 
were fairy-wrens, wood swallows, 
Little Grassbird, Singing Honeyeater, 
Red-capped Robin (female), Bourke's 
Parrot and OWet Nightjar. Plants 
observed were frankenia sp., 
mistletoes and myoporum Sp. 


Ruins of the former cattle station at 
Dalhousie were seen. Date palms 
(once introduced by Afghans and 
since spread by birds) grow on the 
mounds. Red Mulga Acacia aneura 
with its attractive bark grows in this 
area. 


A slide showed a view from the top of 
a huge dune looking down on the 
Molly Clark Pastoral Station. A 
Singing Honeyeater and Gibberbird 
were seen in this area. 


At the Mac Clark Reserve there was a 
large stand of mature Acacia peuse 
(waddy trees). Another tree species 
here was the Snappy Gum BE. 
brevifolia. A Perentie (Australia's 
largest lizard species) was also seen. 
Sightings were made of Peaceful 
Dove and Dusky Grasswen. 


At Ruby Gap a great flock of Painted 
Firetails were seen drinking in. the 
creek. Other birds included Masked 
Woodswallow and Black-faced 
Woodswallow, and the golden back 
form of the Black-chinned 
Honeyeater. Spectacular views of 
rock formations of the Eastern 
MacDonnell Ranges were seen 
towards the end of the expedition. 

o 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


Joe Hubbard 


Much of Aprils meeting time was 
taken up with an overview of the 
Carlisle State Park which was to 
benefit from the Club's excursion to 
this area. 


Carlisle State Park is located in the 
Otways between Gellibrand and 
Carlisle River. 


It contains three main floristic 
communities, namely Wet Heath, 
Heathy Woodland and Foothill 
Forests. 


Characteristics of each community 
were given. A Heathy Woodland has 
as larger plants - Brown Stringybark 
and Narrow-leaved Peppermint 
trees. Growing between them, would 
be such things as heath and Prickly 
Tea-tree., Grassstree and Silver 
Banksia. 


At ground level could be found 
Tassel and Spreading Rope-rush 
and Sword Sedges. 


The Otways contain two important 
habitats for less common fauna. 
They are old growth and mature 
forests and heath communities. 


It is interesting to note that the heath 
communities in the Otways have the 
greatest diversity of reptiles e.g. 
Cunningham and Whites Skinks. 


These communities also 
support a number of rare and 
threatened flora and fauna. 


As well the heathy woodlands of 
the Otways support many other 
species e.g. 96 bird species, 23 
mammals, - 18 reptiles and 10 
amphibians. 


These include such creatures as 
Swamp Antechinius, White-footed 
Dunnart, Rufous Bristlebird and 
Southern Emu-wren. 

o 


` the National 
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BELMONT COMMON 
OPEN DAY. 
13TH APRIL 1997 

..- Valda Dedman 


One thousand people turned up 
and they all seemed to be having 
a great time. First point of call for 
many was the Jerringot Bird Hide, 
where we had several telescopes 
set up. Because the water level 
was so low, the Spotless Crakes 
were easily seen, popping in and 
out of the reed beds and feeding 
out on the dried mud. Another 
‘special’ was two fluffy Black- 
fronted Dotterel chicks running 
along with their parents. During 


. the morning nest boxes for ducks 


were erected by Dennis 
Greenwell, Ron Mole and their 
team. Dark green, with the club 
name painted on them, they fit in 
well with the wetland 
environment. 


The information booth, staffed by 
Field Nats, set visitors in the right 
direction, and gave them an 
opportunity to sign the visitors’ 
book and our petition to the 
Minister for Planning for a full 
Environmental Effects 
Statement. 


Our displays in the golf club 
house attracted a great deal of 
attention. The children loved 
peering down the microscope at 
the water boatman .and the 
yabbies and frogs in the aquarium 
tanks were a great hit. We believe 
a great impact was made by the 
graphic portrayal of the size of the 


A young lady is asking for your help 


on page 1 
Are you able to help her? 


international 


proposed 
watersports complex, and the 
photos showing the contrast 
between the rich green of the golf 
course and the bare browns of 


Watersports 
Complex at Carrum, which Trevor 
Pescott and | visited earlier in the 
week. 


One of the aims of Open Day 
was to let the public of Geelong 
know what a wide range of 
activities take place on the 
Common and how many people 


are involved in its care and 
maintenance. Golf, fishing, dog 
obedience, waterwatch, fish care 
and the enjoyment of the natural 
environment were all shown to 
advantage. 


We also had the opportunity to talk 
with City Councillors and Peter 
Loney, MLA, who presented the 
petition to Parliament. 


| thank all who attended and helped 
out. Club members worked as a 
team, lending support when and 
where it was needed. Open Day was 
a good start to the ‘new Club year. 


See Valda's photos on page 12. 


More on the Water Plantain 
in the Geelong Region 
... Valda Dedman 


Winston Huggins tells me that this 
plant is found around the Anglesea 
wetlands and Mark Trengove 
reports that there were about one 
thousand plants flowering 
underneath the aqueduct over the 
lower Barwon River this past 
summer. It was the first time Mark 
had seen them flowering there. 


‘Birds On Golf Courses’ 


This is a new project from Birds 
Australia (formerly RAOU) which 
will run for six years. It is essentially 
a mapping of the species present on 
the 1,500 golf courses throughout 
Australia. 


As well as providing data on a 
significant area it will enhance 
golfers’ appreciation of birds. 


Valda Dedman tells of one a 
golfer who asked what the “ yellow- 
breasted birds” on the 17th tee were. 
They turned out to be Yellow- 
rumped Thornbills - | suppose it all 
depends on your point of view! 


We are pleased to announce that 
the very first golf club to enter into 
the program is the Barwon Valley 
Golf Club on the Belmont Common. 


Well done, local golfers. 
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APRIL MEETING REPORT 


. .-Roy Whiteside 


Report of talk on ‘Jerringot and 
proposed International Rowing 
Course development’ given by 
Trevor Pescott and Valda 
Dedman at the Annual General 
Meeting on 1 April 1997. 


Trevor Pescott showed slides of the 
Belmont Common wetlands and 
some of the important features in 
that area. 


BIRDS Latham's Snipe is a 
migratory wader which arrives in 
August and leaves in February. 
About 1000 (out of an estimated 
15000 in the whole of E. Australia) 
move through this area per year. 
Other birds shown were Buff- banded 
Rail, Spotless Crake, Eurasian Coot, 
Dusky Moorhen, Black Swan, Silver 
Gull, White-fronted Chat, Masked 
Lapwing, Purple Swamphen, Great 
Egret, Rufous Night Heron, 
Black-fronted Dotterel, White-faced 
Heron, White-necked Heron, White 
Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Pacific Black 
Duck, Australian Pelican, Cisticola, 
Little Grass bird. 


PLANTS: described included Water 
Buttons, Duckweed, Knotweed, 
Water Plantain, Cumbungi, 
Crassula, Water Ribbons, Water 
Couch and various reeds. 


FROGS: Grayling Grass Frog, 
Spotted Marsh frog. 


Flooding and occasional drying out is 
essential for the well being of the 
wetland. 


The golf course provides an ideal 
habitat for Galahs and many other 
bird species. Some 8000 trees (each 
25 to 30 years old ) would be lost if 
the International Rowing Course 
(IRC) were to proceed which would 
remove habitat. The RAOU is 
carrying out a survey to show the 
value of golf courses to birdlife. 


Valda Dedman reiterated the 
ecological importance of the 
Belmont Common Wetlands. Nardoo 
and Azolla, in particular, are two 
important water plants. The 
environmental assessment of the 
feasibility study of the proposed IRC 
seemed to indicate that enough 
water would be available for the 
wetland but it would have to be 
artificially maintained. Rise and fall 


of water level was very important 
eg. for the Baillon's Crake which 
nests near the bird hide. Other 
wetlands would disappear. 


Following representations by the 
GFNC to Council the whole of 
Belmont Common is now being 
considered in the environmental 
effects statement. 


Council has recently reinstated 
the lease on Jerringot to the club. 
The Belmont escarpment drains 
into the river and the affect of 
altering this drainage would have 
to be taken into account. 


Valda showed a map of where the 
proposed IRC would be located. 
The water channe! would be 124 
meires wide (about double the 
width of the Barwon) The 
embankments on either side of 
the channel would have a very 


steep gradient of 1 in 4 and 


increase to 1 in 3. The material 
may be very sloppy. The banks 
would be cut to allow a walking 
track . The existing normal 
amenity of a walking track close 
to river would be lost. The golf 
course would be lost completely 
and the Motor-Cross course and 
other sporting clubs would need 
to be relocated at a great cost. 
The golf club management are 
are looking at further ways of 
improving the golf course 
environment by introducing water 
hazards. 


Breakwater Road is an arterial 
road which would need to be 
diverted to allow for the 2250 
metre rowing course to fit, 
together with additional 
roundabouts. 


The Jerringot creek still runs into 
Waurn Ponds creek before it 
joins the Barwon below 
Breakwater Road. The history of 
Belmont Common was explained. 
Koori people had used the area 
for a long time. The Common was 
proclaimed in 1839 by Foster 
Fyans to prevent development 
for town blocks. It was once run 
by the Harbour Trust, used as an 
airstrip and housed a migrant 
hostel. In 1972 it was given back 
to the general public and at that 
time the GFNC took over lease 
of the Jerringot area which was 
developed by tree planting. 


An open day was announced for 
13 April. See Valda Dedman's 
report on page 10. m) 


BIRDS AUSTRALIA: 
... Jonathan Starks 


Blue Wings and Orange Bellies: 


Birds Australia (formerly RAOU) will 
be conducting winter surveys of the 
Orange-bellied Parrot Neophema 
chrysogaster in 1997 as part of the 
recovery plan for this critically 
endangered species. 


Part of this work involves collecting 


information on all Neophema 
parrots (Blue-winged Parrot, 
Elegant Parrot, Orange-bellied 


Parrot and Rock Parrot) in coastal 
and sub-coastai sites in south- 
eastem Australia. The majority of 
the winter population of Orange- 
bellied Parrots occurs in the south- 
westem corner of Port Phillip Bay 
and on the Bellarine Peninsula. 
Orange-bellied Parrots occur in 
similar habitats as Blue-winged 
Parrots and the two species can 
often be found together. To help 
gain a greater understanding of the 
numbers and distribution of these 
two species in south-western Port 
Phillip Bay and the Bellarine 
Peninsular, Birds Australia has 
initiated a study of Neophemas in 
south-western Port Phillip Bay and 
the Bellarine Peninsula. This 
involves collecting information on 
sightings of Blue-winged Parrots 
and Orange-bellied Parrots from 
April to October 1997. 


| would like to invite members of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club to 
participate in this study by sending 
in details of sightings of Blue-winged 
Parrots or Orange-beliied Parrots in 
south-western Port Phillip Bay and 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. | am 
particularly interested in sightings 
from agricultural areas near 
saltmarsh and sub-coastal wetlands. 


The data will be compiled at the end 
of the year and the results submitted 
for publication in the Geelong 
Naturalist. 


Survey forms can be obtained from 
Birds Australia at 415 Riversdale 
Road, Hawthorn East, Victoria 3123. 


o 


12 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 33.1 


saeti heas 


vt 
AASIA 


Geoff Mathison views a yabby 


From the Belmont Common Open Day, April 1997. 
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Jack Whitmore served on the Committee for ten years, from 1965 to 1975. During that time he 
served as vice-president (1968-1971) and librarian (1966-1975). He was always willing to lend 
support where help was needed. He was thoughtful. Once, when | was thanking a speaker at a 
general meeting of the Club, | mentioned that my forebears had come from Hill End. Next day 
Jack arrived on my doorstep with a history of the area. That generous gesture led eventually to 


my re-establishing contact with my father's family, a rich reward. 


Jack and his wife, Mabel, were foundations members of the Club. Mabel died just a few weeks 
before Jack and we moum the passing of the pair who were so active in the early years of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 


Notes on the observations. 
... Barry Lingham 


The influx of Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoos may be due to the dry 
spell we are currently having as 
Graeme Tribe noted that the last 
time he saw a pair in Ocean Grove 
was after the fires of 1983. They 
certainly make their presence felt as 
all observers from this area have 
spotted them. It would be 
interesting to find out where they are 
feeding and roosting. 


Black Rock is always a good place 
for waders - Lorraine Preston noted 
7 Ruddy Turnstones on her trip. If 
you are lucky, you may also see 
Hooded Plovers. 


The Tawny-crowned Honeyeater is 
a bird of the coastal heathlands. 
Gordon McCarthy saw one near the 
old Jarosite mine in the Ironbark 
Basin - this is another terrific spot to 
see alarge variety of our bush birds. 


m 


Ron Mole was intrigued 
by the Tiny Sundew at 
Carlisle S.P., but let’s 
hear it from Ron... 


It was interesting to see the plants 
of the tiny or pygmy sundew 
Drosera pygmaea. This was the 
first time | had seen this species, 
the smallest of the sundews. 


Several plants were located 
alongside the point where we 
stopped for lunch and once 
having been identified, severa! 
other patches were found along 
the road. 


The small reddish basal rosettes 
were no more than 1 cm. in 
diameter and some of them were 
doing their job well as they had 
insects trapped in their leaves. 
They prefer wet or swampy soils, 
but it was evident that there had 
been recent ground water along 
the roadside which would have 
helped in the germination of the 
seeds. 


No flowers were found as these 
are generally produced in 
springtime. ; 


(m 


Valda Dedman 


VFNCA Naturalists 
Workshop 

Monday 29th Sept - Sunday 
5th October. 


Where: 

Northem Brisbane Ranges. Based 
at Lady Northcote Recreation 
Camp, Rowsley. 


Field Projects: 
lronbark-stringybark-box woodland 
communities and ecology. 
Assessment and management of 
roadsides and small reserves. 
Understanding and tackling types of 
road degradation. A study of 
reptiles and their habitat. 


Specialist Leaders: 
Leon Costermans and Ken 
Simpson. 


Cost. 

Approx. $225 full time. Approx $80 
for weekend. $50 deposit required 
by 9th May. 


Brochures: 
Available tonight or: 
Phone 5243 3916. 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS April 1997 - compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Bob and Lorraine Preston (R&LP), 
Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Kevin Ryan (KRy), Valda Dedman (VWD), Barry Lingham (BL), Ron Mole (RMo), Ira Savage 
(IS), Dick Southcombe (DS), Rachel Keary (RK), Valerie Lloyd-Jones(VLJ), Ade Foster (AF), David King (DK), Kay 
Campbell (KC), Nola Haines (NH), Tim Tarr (TT), Colin Foreman (CF), Bryan Hart (BH), Roy and Helen Whiteside 
(R&HVWV), Pat and Hans Streefkerk (P&HSt), Bev Morwood (BMo) 


Australian Pelican 


Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 


Black Swan 

Little Eagle 

Banded Lapwing 
Black-fronted Plover 


Ruddy Turnstone 
Common Bronzewing 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Galah 

Cockatiel 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Kookaburra 
Flame Robin 
Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 
Rufous Fantail 


Grey Fantail 
Brush Wattlebird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 


Noisy Miner 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 

Striated Pardalote 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 


REPTILE OBSERVATIONS 
Marbled Gecko 
Eastern Water Dragon 


10 21/4/97 
1 6/4/97 
150 20/4/97 
2 6/4/97 
2 8/4/97 
2 6/4/97 

1 11/4/97 
20+ 3/4/97 
2 31/3/97 
2+2young 12/4/97 
7 28/3/97 
4 22/4/97 
8 5/4/97 
37 14/4/97 
30 15/4/97 
40 20/4/97 
7 22/4/97 
50 22/4/97 
25+ 22/4/97 
50+ 23/4/97 
2 6/4/97 
9 20/4/97 
3 20/4/97 
100+ 16/4/97 
1 7/3/97 
12 4/4/97 
2 20/4/97 
2 5/2/97 
15-20 Mar/Apr97 
1 18/4/97 
1 4/4/97 
3 6/4/97 

1 male 18/4/97 
1 11/3/97 
1 25/3/97 
1 10/4/97 
2 28/3/97 
1 9/497 

1 8/4/97 

1 10/4/97 
1 4/4/97 
2 10/4/97 
1 14/4/97 
7 Apr97 
2 11/4/97 
2+2young1/4/97 

1 16/4/97 
2 14/4/97 
2 31/3/97 
20+ 15/4/97 
1-2 23/3/97 
1 17/3/97 


1 


Jerringot (after some rain partly filled muddy pool) GMc 
Balyang Par 3 Golf Course TT 
Pollocksford VWD 
Balyang Par 3 Golf Course TT 
Queen’s Park Golf Course (13th fairway waterhole) TT 
Balyang Par 3 Golf Course TT 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BL 
Hamilton Hwy. north of Pollocksford Road (also on 15/3/97) MAC 
Jerringot VLJ 
Jerringot GMc 
East of Black Rock (with 130+Red-necked Stints) LP 
Wallington (Rhinds road; common now but not 10 years ago) CF 
Highton. Flying south west. RBa 
Queen’s Park. Landed in pines at Geelong College Prep TT 
Herne Hill. Flying north. IS 
Pollocksford. Flying west then south toward Otways VWD 
Barwon River, Belmont. Flying to the west. VWD 8 GMc 
Barwon Heads caravan park. Flying toward Ocean Grove BH 
Wallington. Rhinds road. Feeding in pines. Not seen before. CF 
Ocean Grove. Circling around the town. (unseen before in O.G)BL 
Grovedale. Eastof Torguay Road. Flying south. RP 
Highton. Flying over shopping centre. RMo 
Highton. Flying over. RBa 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. Scrambled flight. RP 
Highton. Probable escapee. ith 
Newtown. Feeding in gum on river bank. RBa 
Highton. Flying over. RBa 
Highton. In almond tree. First sighting in this garden. TT 
Freshwater Creek. Larger numbers than usual. PSt 
Wallington. Rhinds road. CF 
Barrabool Road, Belmont VWD 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (early return). 6 on 11/4/97 BH 
Freshwater Creek. P&HSt 
Portarlington. Eating a Katydid insect. DK 
Highton. Rare visitor to garden. R&HVW 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. KC&NH 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. LP 
Wallington. Regular autumn visitor to this garden. CF 
Freshwater creek. HSt 
Highton. (Suburban garden) TT 
Eumerella Flora reserve GMc 
Ocean Grove. Autumn return. BL 
Mt Duneed. Present intermittently for the last month. RK 
Ocean Grove. Perched on phone wire scolding a cat. BL 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BH 
Newtown. Late breeding record. BMo 
Jarosite Heathland/Ironbark Basin. GMe 
Highton. Autumn return. RBa 
Belmont. RP 
Highton. Usual autumn build up of numbers. RBa 
Mt Duneed. 1 or 2 present from 22/3/97. RK 
Belmont (in wall cavity of house). Probable escapee AF 
Late March Barwon River, Belmont Common. Probable escapee DS 


Editor's note: Space has been extremely tight this month so | cannot tell you about the 44 Ruddy Tumstones which we 

saw down near Lady Julia Percy Island. However, | can suggest that you try for comet Hale-Bopp. As | write this, the 

-evening skies are lost under this lovely rain but you may have a chance around May 9. It will be very, very low in the 

WNW sky, just below the crescent moon. Around 6.15pm or a little later is the time. If you are out of Geelong you will 
o 


have a better chance. 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1997-1998) 


President : Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Vice-President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
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